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Comments from Readers 

 
“A great piece of Midwest 
historical literature…..” 
 
“An unsolved true crime story 
that will keep you guessing….” 
 
“Great 19th century history…..” 
 
“Page turner….” 
 
“So well written….” 
 
“Local history at its best….” 
 
“Riveting. . . .In a way that 
makes for compulsive 
reading….”  
 
“A True Mystery: Researched, 
Reviewed, Revealed…..” 
 
“A very compelling true crime 
story from the Illinois of the 
1880s….” 
 
“A fascinating story and well-
written….” 
 
“….came away impressed with 
the quality of the writing and 
the richness of the story.” 
 
“I would love to see it made 
into a movie….” 
 
“It's a fascinating book and I 
can see it becoming a movie….“ 
 
“I loved it from start to 
finish….” 
 
“All in all, a highly 
recommended book….” 

Awards 
 

             2014 IPPY Award Winner: Bronze Medal in 
True Crime 
http://www.kentstateuniversitypress.com/2014/na
meless-indignities-and-ida-mckinley-win-bronze-
ippys/ 
http://www.independentpublisher.com/article.php
?page=1791 
 
 
                 2013 Foreword Review (IndieFab) 
Awards:  Gold Medal in True Crime 
https://botya.forewordreviews.com/finalists/2013/
true-crime/ 
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Long summary:   
 

NEW EVIDENCE DISCOVERED IN 130-YEAR-OLD MYSTERY!  When young schoolteacher Emma 
Bond was brutally gang-raped and left for dead in her rural, central Illinois schoolhouse in 
June 1882, an enduring mystery was born. Although the victim survived, her recovery was 
hindered by hysteria, amnesia, and unusual physical complications. The story was covered by 
newspapers across the land, but certain wounds inflicted upon the victim were so appalling 
that the press refused to print the ugliest details, referring to them only as “nameless 
indignities.” Eighteen months went by before three of the six suspects were brought to trial.  
 
After the verdict, however, the public’s unwavering support for the victim began to fade amid 
persistent theories and rumors that she had lied and that no crime had been committed. At 
the time, educators, editors, politicians, lawyers, and doctors eagerly weighed in on the case 
and its ramifications. The victim’s alarming symptoms in the aftermath represented a 
mystery within a mystery as society struggled to understand Emma’s situation.  Yet with 
Victorian doctors unable to agree on anything of a physical or a psychological nature, her life 
went into a downward spiral from which she never recovered. The crime also took a heavy 
toll on local residents, pitting families and neighbors against one another. The fact that the 
case was never fully resolved gave it a certain staying power, with its many unanswered 
questions persisting well into the twentieth century.  In fact, as late as 1918, a shocking, new 
rumor emerged about another possible suspect. 
 
Author Susan Elmore was determined to get to the bottom of the case in which her great-
great aunt was the victim. During her six years of digging through historical documents and 
newspapers, she discovered some previously unknown but relevant facts – details which 
would have been unavailable to investigators at the time. These findings led her to formulate 
her own theory on the crime. In the conclusion of Nameless Indignities, she presents a full 
and  detailed scenario of how the events in this famous criminal case may have unfolded. 

Short Summary: 
 

Nameless Indignities is an intriguing account of a historical true crime with  more twists and 
turns than a roller coaster ride. The story will hold readers in its grip from beginning to end 
with multiple suspects, a lynch mob, charges of perjury and bribery, a failed kidnapping 
attempt, broken family ties, cover-ups, financial devastation, and at least two suicides.  More 
than 130 years after the crime, Elmore - whose great-great aunt was the victim-  reveals 
some surprising new evidence on this previously unresolved mystery and then concludes the 
book with her own theory on the case.  A great read for anyone who is fascinated by 
Victorian history (especially relating to crime, law, medicine, psychology, hysteria, rape, 
journalism, or genealogy.) 

ABOUT THE BOOK 



About the Author 

Short Bio for Susan Elmore: 
 
A native of Springfield, Illinois, Elmore’s longtime passion for genealogy, history, and true crime was 
the driving force behind her investigation of the Emma Bond case, in which her great-great aunt was 
the victim. She is a veteran genealogist with over 30 years experience in family history research. 

Long Bio for Susan Elmore:  
 
Elmore’s longtime passion for genealogy, history, and true crime was the driving force behind her 
investigation of the Bond case. As a veteran genealogist with over 30 years of experience in 
deciphering the secrets of the past, she was determined to get to the bottom of the Emma Bond 
case (Nameless Indignities) in which her great-great aunt was the victim. During her six years of 
digging through historical newspapers and documents, she uncovered some previously unknown but 
relevant facts – details which would have been unavailable to investigators at the time. These new 
discoveries led her to formulate her own theory on what happened, which she presents in the 
conclusion of her book.  She has done extensive research on her own family genealogy and is the 
keeper of her extended family’s archives – an massive collection of photos, documents, and other 
memorabilia.  In addition, she maintains the rootsweb.com page for the ‘Sabin Family of North 
America,’ a database with over 46,000 names of the descendants of William Sabin of Rehoboth, 
MA.  
 
Elmore, a native of Springfield, IL, attended the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign as an art 
major.  She and her husband have lived in central and northern Illinois, southern California, the Bay 
area, the Atlanta area, and have recently retired to the small town of Ellijay in the north Georgia 
mountains. They have four grown children and ten grandchildren, including two sets of twins born 
six weeks apart. In addition to her family history research, she also enjoys various creative pursuits, 
especially nature/outdoor photography.  Having two energetic border collies (rescues) means that 
she also spends a lot of time in the great outdoors with the dogs - doing agility, dock diving, frisbee, 
nosework, and walking/hiking. 
 
Elmore may be reached through the contact  form  on the Author Bio page of her website at 
www.namelessindignities.com  or  by e-mail at:  susanelmore.author@gmail.com 

 
 

 

http://www.namelessindignities.com/


Author Appearances 

The author is available for presentations/interviews/book signings relating to her book.  While her 
expertise is mainly in genealogy research, the topics addressed in the story which might be of 
interest to various groups include history, law, psychology (hysteria and PTSD), women’s issues, 
and true crime.  
 
Although the first part of the Bond story took place in central Illinois, the story branched out to 
encompass many locales beyond that region. The main Illinois towns that were part of the story 
included Taylorville, Grove City, Mt. Auburn, Pana, Hillsboro, Litchfield, Springfield, Decatur, 
Bloomington, Jacksonville, and the Mitchell/Edwardsville area.  But the story was not limited to 
Illinois with the following states also playing a key role: Kansas, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, 
Wisconsin, Arkansas, Kansas, Nebraska, California, Washington, and Alaska(this included many 
smaller towns in these states plus the larger cities of Chicago, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Kansas City, 
Wichita, Seattle, Los Angeles, San Diego, and Atlanta. ) 

 
Potential audiences: 
 
•  Public libraries: while the book is generally classified as a historical true crime, it offers  
crossover appeal to readers of  many other genres. 
 
•  True Crime book clubs: Not your typical murder story, nor does it contain the usual blood and 
gore; however, it offers an intriguing look at a gang rape during the Victorian era – when the 
subject matter was not freely discussed. 
 
•  Mystery book clubs and bookstores:  the story is an intriguing ‘whodunit’ - a mystery that was 
never fully resolved.  The case captivated the nation for decades as multiple theories emerged  – 
one as late as 1918, 35 years post-trial.  For mystery lovers, the clues abound - both old and new. 
 
•  Women’s book clubs and organizations: the victim was, of course, a female and the subject 
matter is of special interest to women. 
 
•   History book clubs, historical societies and organizations (both local and state): the book offers 
a fascinating look at daily life in the Victorian era with many descriptions enhanced by the first-
hand accounts of the author’s ancestors.  It offers details on historical weather events, the 
difficulties of travel and communication, and the daily challenges of rural life in the 19th century. It 
also examines the medical and psychological approaches  of the 1880s as well as the journalistic 
standards of that time. 
 
•Genealogical societies:  The endnotes suggest numerous sources for beginning genealogists. The 
book will also serve as an inspiration to experienced genealogists who may be dealing with their 
own family mysteries or brick walls.  And for those who are researching ancestors in central 
Illinois, many names are given, searchable in the index. 
 
 

 



 
•  Law and legally-oriented groups:  the book offers an in-depth look at the handling of a prominent 
and controversial legal case of the 1880s; several of Illinois’s most esteemed lawyers faced off 
against each other in the famous hearing and trial. 
 
•  Psychology, psychiatry, and medically-oriented groups:  the story is a remarkable case study of 
Victorian hysteria and its many confusing aspects. The events presented a mystery within a mystery 
as the victim’s many medical and psychological  symptoms seemed to overlap, stirring controversy 
among doctors and pre-Freudian experts of the time.  Hysteria, amnesia, morphine addiction, a 
spinal and a splenic injury, plus what we now call PTSD all came into play with the victim, creating a 
challenging medical puzzle.  



Susan Elmore, author of  
Nameless Indignities 

(lo res) 

To contact the author, Susan Elmore, visit the Author Bio page on her website at 
http://namelessindignities.com/author-bio.html  where you’ll find a form for submitting any requests 

or questions.  You may also contact her directly by e-mail at susanelmore.author@gmail.com 
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